In this editorial of OTJR, we are reflecting on a satisfying year, characterized by growth, achievement and moving towards our long-term goal of being recognized as a pre-eminent journal in health, rehabilitation, occupational therapy and occupational science. To expound upon the former, we discuss the current performance metrics, special issue feature and conference presentations-and compare each of these 2018 metrics to the 2017 metrics (Classen, 2018) .
OTJR's performance metrics continue to improve each year. Updated from last year's editorial (Classen, 2018), Table 1 illustrates journal performance metrics, per year, for each year since 2015, when our current editorial team started managing the journal. Of particular interest is the performance of the journal in the first 11 months of 2018 (January 1 to November 20, 2018). The five-year and annual impact factors highlight the continual increase of OTJR's effect on the field of rehabilitation (Clarivate Analytics, 2018) . Specifically, OTJR's 2017 five-year impact factor has increased to 1.23, and the one-year impact factor has increased to 1.00. Both five-year and the annual impact factors reflect the increase in the total number of citable submissions per year by scholars in rehabilitation science, occupational therapy science and occupational science. For the first 11 months of 2018, OTJR received 153 original article submissions, which indicates an increase per month (15.3 per month) when compared to the total number of manuscripts received per month for the previous years (e.g., 14.1 in 2017). With the increased total number of submissions per year, and comparing 2018 to 2017, the average time from submission to first decision (on the status of the manuscript) was 44.4 in 2018, vs. 44.5 in 2017; and for average time for reviewer turnaround was 21.0 days in 2018 compared to 21.1 days in 2017. Therefore, although the average number of submissions increased per month we have kept the decision-making time on average a bit shorter than the previous two years. Likewise, the acceptance ratio has also decreased for 2018 to 29.2 vs 29.6 in 2017, suggesting that the exactitude of reviews are increasing and in doing so, enhancing the scientific rigor of the journal.
OTJR's performance is reliant upon the commitment and dedication from its editorial board members. With a continual increase in annual submissions, more team members are needed to fulfill the tasks associated with managing, assigning, coordinating, reviewing, processing, and publishing articles for the journal. In 2017, the number of OTJR team members more than doubled in size from 2015 (Classen, 2018) . This year, the journal gained four more associate editors (15 vs. 11), and has received applications to fill two more editorial fellow positions, meaning that OTJR will accommodate 3 (vs. 1) fellow in 2019. As such, the editorial board for 2018-2019 comprises of the editor-in-chief, 15 associate editors, 1 assistant editor, 3 editorial fellows, and 9 review board members.
With an increase in performance and growth in the editorial board, strategies to further improve a journal's impact factor include publishing Special and Featured Issues. Last year we featured a Special Issue on Occupational Therapy and Public Health with guest editors Julie Bass (PhD) and Nancy Baker (PhD) (October 2017, Volume 37, Issue 4). In this Special Issue, seven articles focused on: the preventive and protective function of everyday activities in population health; the integration of the principles of occupational therapy and public health improves population health and promotes health equity; and how the occupational therapy lens on disability and public health contributes to advances in the Healthy People 2020 initiative (Bass & Baker, 2017) . This year, OTJR published a Featured Issue on Growth in Focused Topics: Children and Youth. This issue was released in October 2018 (Volume 38, Issue 4). In this Featured Issue, five articles discuss occupational therapy's role on topics pertaining to social determinants of health, caregiver strategies, assessment of children, and intervention to enhance children and youth's use of occupation, participation and health (Knott, 2018) .
OTJR is currently processing manuscripts as a result of a call for a Special Issue on Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, and Automation. The release date of this Special Issue will be in April 2019. Guest Editors for this Special Issue are Dr. Lili Liu, Dr. Alex Mihailidis, and Dr. Sherrilene Classen. Manuscripts for this issue focus on the role of robotics, artificial intelligence, and automation in occupational therapy to enhance occupation, participation and health.
Collaboration and convergence-important strategies to improve strength, reach, and readership of the journalhave been put in place. Editorial board members and SAGE For 2019, the journal has exciting developments in store, which we will reveal soon. But for now, from all of us at the OTJR Editorial Board, we are thanking you -the readers and the authors, for your support and contributions to OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health! Sincerely, Sherrilene Classen, PhD, MPH, OTR/L, FAOTA: Editor-in Chief Sarah Krasniuk, PhD(C), MSc, HBK: Editorial Fellow
